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English Section

"Words of Wisdom : Q & A between
Shree Maharaj ji and devotees"

Devotee: Maharaj Ji, which is better, sitting
in one place practicing devotion or rendering
devotional service?

Mabharaj Ji: The Sanskrit word for ‘devotion’ is
‘service.” The root word for Bhakti (devotion) is

service has been added to the very beginning stages

of nine-fold devotion. This means that both sense

~organs as well as the mind must be engaged in

service. It’s imperative to have the involvement of

God and Guru with your service.

Sitting and doing only Roopdhyan is possible only for
a very advanced devotee. This is not possible for a
beginner. In the beginning, the aspiring devotee grows
tired of doing Roopdhyan for even ten minutes. He
starts to feel sleepy. His mind encourages him to sleep,

=

and he promptly goes off to sleep. Even the great
yogis are not able to control the mischievous mind.

“When you are engaged in seva, you don’t feel sleepy
‘because your body is involved. As for devotion, you

e doing that in your mind. When engaged in doing

‘devotional service, you are doing both devotion and

seva. Even after God-realization, the devotee begs
God for seva.

In the beginning, you serve your Guru. When you
reach God’s divine abode, you will serve both God
and Guru.

Thus, seva is greater than sadhana. However, you must
make sure that the mind is simultaneously engaged in
thoughts of God and Guru. While performing service,
you are doing both seva and sadhana.

Devotee: Maharaj Ji, why did Lord Krishna
become the beloved of the Gopis? This conduct is
condemned by the Vedas, is it not?

Maharaj Ji: This is a question Pareekshith had asked
Shukdev Paramhans, and he had explained that God
is like fire. Many impure objects are thrown into fire,
yet fire remains pure. Fire devours even a dead body
but does not become impure. An individual may jump
into fire or may be pushed into fire, yet fire will do its
work. Like fire, God purifies the impure but does not
ever become impure.

Source: Radha Madhav Society, Duluth.
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